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AGENDA 
 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TTAC) 
Thursday, February 20, 2014, 9:00 a.m. 

Camarillo City Hall, Administrative Conference Room 
601 Carmen Drive, Camarillo, CA  

 
 
Item #1  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Item #2  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
  
Item #3  APPROVAL OF JANUARY 16, 2014 MEETING MINUTES – PG. 3 
   
Item #4  CALTRANS LOCAL ASSISTANCE UPDATES 
   
  Receive update from Caltrans Local Assistance Staff. 
 
Item #5  ICE (INTERSECTION CONTROL EVALUATION) AND INNOVATIVE ACCESS 
  STRATEGIES – PG. 7 

 
  Receive briefing from Caltrans on updated policy and processes for evaluation and  
  selection of Intersection Control strategies 
 
Item #6 ROUTE 101 PROJECT STUDY REPORT – PG. 8 

 
Discuss review status of the Caltrans Route 101 Project Study Report. 

  
Item #7 ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM (ATP) UPDATE – PG. 9  
 
 Receive and file. 
 
Item#8  STATUS OF FEDERAL STP, CMAQ, AND TE PROJECTS – PG. 14 
   
  Receive updated project schedules. 
 
Item#9  STATEWIDE LOCAL ROADS AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT – PG. 15 
   
  Receive and file. 
 
Item #10 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Congestion Management Program Updates 
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Periodic Highway Construction Updates 
 
Regional Transportation Funding & Planning 

 
VCTC/CTC Programming Procedures Revision 
 
Bicycle Wayfinding Project 
 
Highway Monitoring Cameras Demonstration Project 
 
Route 1-Rerouting to Rice Avenue, Oxnard 

 
Item #12  ADJORN 
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Item #3  

MINUTES OF THE 

VENTURA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

January 16, 2014 

 

Item # 1 Call to Order 

Chair David Fleisch called the meeting to order at 9:09am. The following people were present: 

 

Robert Wong Caltrans 

Ken Matsuoka Camarillo 

Thang Tran Camarillo 

Dave Klotzle Moorpark 

Jason Samonte Oxnard 

Will Berg Port Hueneme 

Brian Yanez Santa Paula 

Kamran Panah Simi Valley 

Cliff Finely Thousand Oaks 

Tom Mericle Ventura 

Ben Emami Ventura County 

David Fleisch Ventura County 

Ben Cacatian VCAPCD 

Peter De Haan VCTC 

Steve DeGeorge VCTC 

Stephanie Young VCTC 

Kara Elam VCTC 

Steve Offerman Supervisor Steve Bennett’s Office 

 

Item # 2 Public Comments 

Peter De Haan of VCTC introduced Kara Elam of VCTC, as newly hired Administrative Assistant to 

Programming and Transit Directors. 

 

Item # 3 Approval of November 21, 2013 Minutes 

Brian Yanez of Santa Paula moved to approve November 21, 2013 minutes. Ken Matsuoka of Camarillo 

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. There are no December 2013 minutes to approve due 

to that TTAC meeting being cancelled. 

 

Item # 4 Elections of TTAC Chair and Vice Chair 

Tom Mericle of Ventura made the motion to nominate Ken Matsuoka of Camarillo as 2014 Committee 

Chair. Brian Yanez of Santa Paula made the motion to nominate Tom Mericle of Ventura as 2014 Vice 

Chair. No other nominations were made. A voice vote was taken and passed unanimously.  

Item # 5 Caltrans Local Assistance Updates 

Robert Wong of Caltrans gave updates on the following: 

• Caltrans Headquarters will hold a general meeting in Thousand Oaks on January 30, 2014 

(venue/time TBD). Local agencies are welcome to send one or two representatives.  
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• The distribution of CMAQ Grant from County of Mariposa is unknown, the final decision to be 

determined at CTC January Meeting.  

• Southern California Local Assistance Meeting (SCLAM) for first quarter is scheduled for April 12, 

2014 in District 7. Agencies are encouraged to submit Agenda Items to Caltrans directly 

(attached). 

• Caltrans now accepting submissions for the 2014 Excellence in Transportation Awards 

(attached). 

 

Item # 6 2014 TTAC Schedule 

Cliff Finley of Thousand Oaks moved to approve the proposed 2014 meeting schedule. David Fleisch of 

Ventura County seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

Item # 7 Route 101 Final Project Study Report 

Peter De Haan of VCTC presented this item, including Caltrans PowerPoint presentation of the finalized 

Project Study Report-Project Design Support (PSR-PDS). At the January 2014 VCTC Meeting, the 

Commission requested that TTAC analyze and evaluate the PSR-PDS and present (as early as March) a 

report on possible alternatives for Ventura County based on technical and fiscal realities within each 

alternative and within each local jurisdiction, including recommendation of future studies that need to 

occur in order to move the project forward. Peter De Haan of VCTC noted the PSR-PDS was based on 

conceptual reporting (Transportation Concept Report), no modeling data was required and asked TTAC 

to review Caltrans PSR dated October 4, 2013 (uploaded on VCTC website) in addition to review of the 

PSR-PDS. David Fleisch of Ventura County advised that the lack of modeling data should be considered 

while reviewing the PSR-PDS, in addition to weighing the LOS assumptions, the technical realities of each 

alternative and where auxiliary lanes would factor in relative to HOV lanes. Tom Mericle of Ventura 

expressed the importance of analyzing environmental impacts based on jurisdiction and consulting City 

Managers in terms of funding the project as it progresses.  

 

This Item will appear on future Agenda’s for further review and discussion. The following motion was 

made by Tom Mericle of Ventura and seconded by David Fleisch of Ventura County, passing 

unanimously: 

• That TTAC, and local jurisdictions, review the Caltrans PSR-PDS, including PSR dated October 4, 

2013, and provide comments for discussion, at February’s TTAC meeting. 

• That TTAC, at February’s Meeting, identify subcommittee members that will present the report 

to the Commission, as early as March.  

 

Item # 8 City of Ventura California Street Pedestrian Improvements Funding 

Peter De Haan of VCTC presented this item. The staff recommendation was to approve $137,000 in 

CMAQ funds for the City of Ventura Sheridan Way Bike Path and Route 126 Bike Path projects, in lieu of 

local match committed by the City, contingent on the City awarding the California Street Pedestrian 

Improvement Project (deadline is April 2014) and shifting the $137,000 in local match funds to that 

project. There was discussion on the remaining shortfall in funding, in that since a portion of the project 

is to provide a safety guardrail to include pedestrian enhancements, it was requested of Caltrans to fund 

the difference on the basis of state highway safety. Cliff Finley (Thousand Oaks) moved to approve the 

recommendation. Tom Mericle (Ventura) seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
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Item # 9 Bike Wayfinding Project 

Steve DeGeorge of VCTC presented this item. The staff recommendation was to support VCTC bicycle 

wayfinding project. There was discussion on the need for input from a TTAC subcommittee, local 

jurisdictions and community bicycling organizations in identifying county wide right/left bicycle 

pathways, and common signage. David Fleisch of Ventura County mentioned that funding for common 

signage should include installation and maintenance. Steve DeGeorge noted an MOU with SCAG will 

likely occur in the future, in developing funding, and with TTAC support, staff will present this Item to 

the Commission at February 2014 meeting. Tom Mericle of Ventura moved to approve the 

recommendation. David Fleisch of Ventura County seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

This Item will appear on future Agenda’s for further review and discussion. 

 

Item # 10 Future Agenda Items 

The Route 101 Final Project Study Report, Active Transportation Program and Congestion Mitigation 

Program Updates will occur at the next meeting.  

 

Item # 11 Meeting adjourned at 10:29 a.m.  
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Item #5 
February 20, 2014 
 
 
MEMO TO: TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
FROM:  PETER DE HAAN, PROGRAMMING DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: ICE (INTERSECTION CONTROL EVALUATION) AND INNOVATIVE ACCESS 
  STRATEGIES 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
• Receive and file. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Caltrans has updated the policy and processes for evaluation and selection of Intersection Control 
strategies.  The following staff is planning to attend the Committee meeting to make a presentation and 
answer questions regarding ICE, roundabouts, diverging diamonds and other proven but under-utilized 
access solution concepts: 
 

• Jerry Champa, Caltrans Headquarters Division of Traffic Operations  
 

• John Liu, District 6 Deputy Director for Traffic  Operations  
 

• Ken Hatai, District 7 ICE Coordinator  
 
Additional information is available through the website links below: 
 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/signtech/signdel/policy/13-02.pdf 
 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/everydaycounts/edctwo/2012/geometrics.cfm 
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Item #6 
February 20, 2014 
 
 
MEMO TO: TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
FROM:  PETER DE HAAN, PROGRAMMING DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: ROUTE 101 PROJECT STUDY REPORT 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

• Discuss review status of the Caltrans Route 101 Project Study Report. 
 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
At the January meeting the Commission requested that TTAC analyze and evaluate the Route 101 PSR 
prepared by Caltrans and present a report on the possible alternatives for Ventura County based on 
technical and fiscal realities within each alternative, including recommendation of future studies that need 
to occur to move the project forward.  Specifically, the Board wanted to consider the benefits of auxiliary 
lanes relative to the other alternatives, since auxiliary lanes were projected to achieve a 2035 LOS of D-
F0, at a cost of approximately $130 million.   
 
VCTC and Caltrans staff are further evaluating the PSR conclusions but at the time of this writing staff of 
both agencies are not ready to bring any additional findings to TTAC.   VCTC’s staff intends to place an 
item on Consent at the March VCTC meeting, saying that it is not yet ready for further discussion of the 
Route 101 project or for presentation of TTAC’s findings on the PSR, and that this issue will need  to be 
deferred to the April or May meetings. 
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       Item #7 
          
February 20, 2014 
 
 
MEMO TO: TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
  
FROM:  STEPHANIE YOUNG, PROGRAM ANALYST 
 
SUBJECT: ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

• Receive and file. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Active Transportation Program (ATP) was created by Senate Bill 99 (Chapter 359, Statues of 2013) 
and by Assembly Bill 101 (Chapter 354, Statues of 2013) to fund projects that meet one of the following 
goals: 
 

• Increases the proportion of trips accomplished by biking and walking 

• Increases the safety and mobility of non-motorized users 

• Advances the active transportation efforts of regional agencies to achieve greenhouse gas 

reduction goals as established pursuant to SB 375 and SB 391 

• Enhances public health, including reduction of childhood obesity through the use of programs 

including, but not limited to, projects eligible for Safe Routes to School Program funding 

• Ensures that disadvantaged communities fully share in the benefits of the program 

• Provides a broad spectrum of projects to benefit many types of active transportation users 

The ATP is funded from various federal and state funds including the federal Transportation Alternatives 
Program, the Highway Safety Improvement Program, State Highway Account, and Safe Routes to 
Schools. The California Transportation Commission (CTC) is responsible for drafting guidelines for the 
ATP. This initial round of programming includes three years of apportionments (FY 2012/13 through FY 
15/16) to be allocated over two years (FY 14/15 and 15/16). The latest version of the draft guidelines can 
be found online at: 
 
http://www.catc.ca.gov/programs/ATP.htm 
 
The CTC is scheduled to adopt the guidelines on March 20, 2014. CTC staff is currently working on 
updating the draft guidelines to reflect changes requested by the CTC at its January 29 hearing. Staff will 
notify TTAC when the final draft guidelines are available. 
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The Southern California Association of Governments will be conducting a workshop on the ATP and the 
development of effective ATP projects on March 4

th
 from 9am to 1pm. More information is provided in the 

attachment. The workshop will be offered via live video-conferencing from the SCAG Ventura County 
office. 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
 

• Forty percent of ATP funds are apportioned by Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
population to MPOs in urban areas with populations greater than 200,000. The SCAG region’s 
share is $50,865,000 for FY 14/15 and $25,432,000 for FY 15/16. These amounts will be 
apportioned to counties in the SCAG region according to county population. 

• Ten percent of ATP funds statewide are reserved for small urban and rural areas with populations 
of 200,000 or less that are not in MPOs that include urban areas with populations greater than 
200,000. These projects will be competitively awarded by the CTC. Small urban and rural areas 
within Ventura County are not eligible for these funds. 

• Fifty percent of ATP funds will be competitively awarded by the Commission on a statewide basis. 
Projects within Ventura County are eligible to compete for these funds. 

 
Twenty-five percent of each of the above amounts must benefit disadvantaged communities, which are 
defined in the ATP Draft Guidelines as communities that meet any of the following criteria: 
 

• Median household income is less than 80% of the statewide median based on the most current 
census tract level data (http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml). 

• The area is identified as among the most disadvantaged 10% in the state according to the latest 
versions of the California Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool scores 
(http://oehha.ca.gov/ej/ces11.html). 

• At least 75% of public school students in the project area are eligible to receive free or reduced 
price meals under the National School Lunch Program. If this measure is used, applicants must 
indicate how the project benefits the school students or why this measure is representative of the 
larger community (http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/filessp.asp). 

 
ELIGIBLE PROJECTS: 
 
Projects must meet one or more of the program goals. Eligible projects are: 
 

• Infrastructure Projects: This typically includes planning, design, and construction of facilities. The 

minimum request for these types of projects is $250,000 in order to maximize the effectiveness of 

funds and to encourage the aggregation of small projects. 

• Non-infrastructure Projects: Education, encouragement, enforcement, and planning activities not 

limited to benefiting school students. The CTC intends to focus funding for non-infrastructure 

projects on pilot or start-up projects that can demonstrate funding for ongoing efforts. 

• Infrastructure Projects with Non-infrastructure Components. The minimum request for these types 

of projects is $250,000. 

A list of example projects is provided in the CTC guidelines. 
 
MATCHING REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Projects must include at least 11.47% in matching funds, which may be any combination of local, private, 
state, or federal funds. Projects predominantly benefiting a disadvantaged community and projects that 
are stand-alone non-infrastructure or safe routes to schools projects are exempt from this requirement. 
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SCORING: 
 
Applications competing for the statewide and SCAG portion of funds will be scored by the following 
criteria. 

• Potential for increased walking and bicycling (0 to 30 points) 

• Potential for reducing the number and/or rate of pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities and injuries (0 

to 25 points) 

• Public participation and planning (0 to 15 points) 

• Cost-effectiveness (0 to 10 points) 

• Improved public health (0 to 10 points) 

• Use of the California Conservation Corps or a qualified community conservation corps (0 to -5 

points) 

• Applicant’s performance on past grants (0 to -10 points) 

More information on these criteria can be found in the CTC ATP draft guidelines. 
 
As a multi-county MPO, SCAG is subject to additional statutory requirements when selecting projects for 
the MPO ATP funds. SCAG is required to place priority on projects that are consistent with plans adopted 
by local and regional governments within the county where the project is located. SCAG must also 
consider geographic equity and must obtain concurrence from the county transportation commissions on 
its adopted project list. A copy of the draft guidelines from SCAG concerning these issues will be provided 
at the meeting. 
 
SCHEDULE: 
 
CTC adopts Active Transportation Program Guidelines March 20, 2014 

Call for projects March 21, 2014 

Applications due to Caltrans May 21, 2014 

CTC adopts statewide and rural/small urban portions of the program August 20, 2014 

CTC adopts MPO selected projects November 2014 

 
Per the ATP guidelines, agencies will apply to Caltrans for funding from the statewide portion of ATP 
funds by May 21, 2014. Projects not selected for funding by Caltrans will be passed on to SCAG and the 
other MPOs. SCAG has elected not to conduct a supplemental call for projects but to use the CTC criteria 
for project scoring in order to avoid delaying project selection and programming. As a result, all Ventura 
County project applications must be submitted to Caltrans by the May 21 deadline so that they can be 
considered for statewide funding or MPO funding. 
 
TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT (TE) PROJECTS: 
 
Prior to the passage of MAP-21, which repealed the TE program, the VCTC approved two TE projects 
that were not ready to go prior program’s end.  The first project is the Santa Paula Tenth Street 
Improvements, which was to receive $548,000 in TE funds for pedestrian improvements and bicycle 
amenities on Tenth Street between Route 126 and Santa Paula Street. The second TE project is the 
Omer Reins Bike Trail Restoration in the city of Ventura, which VCTC approved for $980,000 in TE funds. 
This project would restore a deteriorated portion of the bike trail by moving it further away from the beach 
and reconstructing the beach area. These projects are eligible for ATP funding and should apply for 
funding in this Call for Projects by the May 21

st
 deadline.   VCTC’s consultant Carlos Hernandez will be 

available to work with the two cities to prepare the applications. 
 
Other projects that promote the goals of the ATP program are encouraged to apply to Caltrans for funding 
as well.  
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Item #8 
February 20, 2014 
 
 
MEMO TO: TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
FROM:  STEPHANIE YOUNG, PROGRAM ANALYST 
 
SUBJECT: STATUS OF FEDERAL STP, CMAQ, AND TE PROJECTS 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
• Receive updated project schedules. 

 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Under federal law, STP, CMAQ, and TE funds apportioned to California lapse if they are not used within 
three years.  AB 1012, which became law in October, 1999, applies the three-year lapsing rule to CMAQ 
and STP funds in each county.  Furthermore, since, under California Transportation Commission (CTC) 
policy, TE funds are programmed based on County shares through the STIP, there are STIP timely-use 
requirements that apply to these funds.   For these reasons, it is important for VCTC to have an accurate 
schedule of STP, CMAQ, and TE fund obligations. VCTC also uses this project schedule to ensure that 
the FTIP includes all of the projects which are ready-to-go and to manage the county’s Obligational 
Authority (OA).  
 
The tables showing the status of all incomplete STP, CMAQ, and TE projects have been sent to 
agencies. Staff requests that agencies email their project updates to syoung@goventura.org by February 
18. Updates received from agencies will be compiled and provided to the TTAC prior to the meeting. 
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Item #9 
February 20, 2014 
 
 
MEMO TO: TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
FROM:  PETER DE HAAN, PROGRAMMING DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: STATEWIDE LOCAL ROADS AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

• Receive and file. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The attached letter and information packet was sent to VCTC, and is similar to information packets sent 
to all local jurisdictions, requesting participation in the 2014 Statewide Streets and Roads Needs 
Assessment.   
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Statewide Needs Assessment was launched several years ago out of concern that there was no 
clear information provided to the state government on total streets and roads needs, even though 
Caltrans was annually reporting on statewide highway needs.  Last year’s survey determined the 
statewide local streets and roads shortfall to be $80 billion dollars.   
 
The survey is administered by Nichols Consulting Engineers, using funds provided by the cities, counties 
and regional agencies 
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